
Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
September 9, 2015, 6:30 PM.
City Council Chambers

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar (Chair), Councilors Justin Turcotte, Dona Bate, Tom Golonka, Jessica Edgerly Walsh and Anne Watson. City Manager William Fraser was in attendance. Councilor Jean Olson was absent. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 	 

15-226.	The Mayor asked that the Council agree to move agenda item 15-233 ahead of item 15-232. Without objection, the Chair declared the proposed agenda approved as amended.

15-227. 	Maurice Martineau applauded Montpelier Alive for its recent film showing before expressing frustration regarding the Recreation Department budget, as well as the City’s and the State’s affordability while criticizing efforts to attract business and tourism.

15-228.	Councilor Turcotte moved approval of the consent agenda, and was seconded by Councilor Bate. A brief discussion (which included Planning Director Mike Miller) followed. The motion carried unanimously at 6:45.

15-229. 	Development Review Board current Alternate Kate McCarthy addressed the council seeking reappointment. Councilor Watson moved Kate McCarthy be appointed as an alternate to the Development Review Board. Councilor Bate seconded. The motion carried unanimously at 6:47.

15-230. 	At 6:47 PM, the Mayor opened the second Public Hearing to consider amendments to the City’s Code of Ordinances, Chapter 10, Motor Vehicles & Traffic, Article VII, Parking & Parking Meter Zones, to prohibit parking on National Life Drive in order to establish on street bicycle and pedestrian amenities. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:47. Councilor Bate moved approval of the amendments to the city code accordingly. Councilor Turcotte seconded. The motion carried unanimously at 6:48.

15-231. 	The Mayor opened the first Public Hearing for adoption of the City Master Plan at 6:48. Mr. Miller rose and added comments noting the plan’s adherence with the law. Councilor Golonka initiated a discussion on outdated references in the document.

Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved that the Council close the first public hearing, set the second public hearing for September 23, 2015, and those references to “2015” in the document be updated. The motion carried on a 4-1 vote, with Councilor Bate voting nay.

15-233.	Nate Hausman and Kim McKee briefed the Council on their proposal for an ice rink on the State House lawn. A discussion followed, which included Recreation Department Director Arne McMullen and Public Works Director Tom McArdle.

Councilor Watson moved the Council authorize the City Manager to write a letter of support for the ice rink. Councilor Edgerly Walsh seconded. The motion carried unanimously at 7:25.

15-232. 	Ashley Witzenberger and Sarah Jarvis of Montpelier Alive presented a wrap-up report of the FY’15 Downtown Improvement District (DID), as well as a projected budget for use of FY’16 funds for Council approval. A discussion followed. Councilor Watson moved the Council approve the projected budget for DID funds for FY16. Councilor Bate seconded. More discussion followed, before the motion was approved unanimously at 7:48.

The Mayor called a 5 minute recess at 7:50. The Council meeting reconvened at 7:55.

15-234. 	Craig Gerhart (a former County Executive for Prince William County, Virginia and Manager in other locations), briefed the Council on his work with the City’s management staff and employees on high performance organization concepts. A discussion followed.

15-236. 	Councilor Watson noted that the upcoming Saturday was the Friends of Winooski River cleanup date.

Councilor Bate reported on the recent Parks Commission meeting about dogs. She went on to offer a reminder about the upcoming downtown cleanup day and a plea to citizens to refrain from posting fliers on city poles. She indicated she would not be present for the next scheduled meeting and would try to call in.

Councilor Turcotte thanked Michelle Amaral of the parking division for her idea to minimize tickets at the Library Car Share parking spot, as well as for her feedback on smart meters and parking kiosks. He went on to note the upcoming budget meetings before asking for an update on the Main Street bus shelter. A brief discussion of the structure followed.

15-238.		The City Manager praised and elaborated on Mr. Gerhart’s work.

The Council opened a discussion on the issue of Mowatt Property/Eminent Domain. Councilor Watson moved that the Council find that a public discussion of the issue at this time would place the City at a substantial disadvantage, and that the Council enter into executive session (along with City Attorney Bernie Lambek) under statute for the entire discussion Councilor Edgerly Walsh seconded, and the motion carried unanimously at 8:34.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Without objection, the Mayor declared the Council returned to open session and adjourned at 9:30PM by unanimous consent.

