
Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
October 14, 2015, 6:30 PM.
City Council Chambers

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar (Chair), Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka, Jessica Edgerly Walsh, Jean Olson and Anne Watson. Councilor Dona Bate arrived after the meeting had begun (7:00 PM). City Manager William Fraser was in attendance. Deputy City Clerk Crystal Chase served as Secretary of the meeting.


15-258.	At the Mayor’s request, the proposed agenda was amended to include Capital Convenience (DJ’s market) liquor license application approval as part of the consent agenda. Without objection, the Mayor declared the agenda approved, as amended, by unanimous consent.

15-259.	Mia Moore addressed the council about her time as the City’s representative to the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District’s Board.

15-260. 	City Manager Fraser spoke of the two public forums that were held and the positive interaction with community. He noted that the City had received 75 completed surveys back and were hoping to spread the word and get more in.  The Mayor stated that he too thought the forums were a success. Councilor Turcotte thought it was a well-balanced group with a variety of values that showed up, and noted a few values that were discussed as high importance by the public. 
Finance Director Sandra Gallup reviewed the outlined timeline for the budget discussions and hearings. 
Manager Fraser told the council that they were looking to get their approval for the presented timeline.
Council Member Watson moved to approve timeline as stated, councilor Turcotte seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
15-261.	Assistant City Manager Jesse Baker made a brief presentation/ overview of the city’s new website.  
Agenda items 15-262 and 15-263 were tabled until later in the meeting. 
15-264. 	Gregory Tisher, resident of Sabin Street, introduced himself to the council. Motion to approve his 3 year term to the City’s Historic Preservation Commission was made by Council member Edgerly Walsh and Seconded by Councilor Olson. Approved unanimously.

15-265. 	Claire Wheeler, resident of College Street, introduced herself to the council. Motion to approve her appointment as the City’s representative to the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District’s Board was made by Council member Edgerly Walsh and Seconded by Councilor Olson. Approved unanimously.

15-266. 	Board Members Bernie Lambek, Ron Wild, John VanDeren, and Judy Stermer were present for discussion.  Mayor Hollar gave an overview of why the board was created and how it was structured. Ron Wild spoke of the challenges of respecting the history of previous grantees with the realization that there are new applicants every year as well. There was discussion about the boards application and approval process and the boards previous years budgets.  Board members asked for council’s guidance as far as time lines for recommendations. Fraser noted that the City likes to list the recipients in the Annual Report, which would mean they would need recommendation by the January 21st meeting.

15-267. 	Terry Field and Sandra Gallup reviewed the Cash Management Policy and Investment Policy as presented to the council. Councilor Watson requested that an ESG (Environmental, Social And Governance) investment policy be put in place. There was discussion around the want for adding an ESG policy and the want to keep policy broad and general. Tom Golonka made a motion to compromise and adds language to the end of the Investment Restrictions section F “as well as any ESG policy approved by city Council.”  Motion was seconded by member Edgerly Walsh, and passed on a 6-0 vote. Councilor Watson also put in a request that the committee maybe come up with a road map for possible ESG restrictions and how to deal with them.

15-268. 	Council member Bate moved to approve the proposed Senior Center Fund Addendum for the City of Montpelier Investment Policy. Councilor Golonka requested to amend the motion to approve and direct the investment committee to send out RFP to seek an investment manager.  Without objection the motion was so amended and seconded by Councilor Watson. The motion carried 5-0 (Councilor Turcotte recused himself from the vote and discussion).
15-269. 	Councilor Golonka made a motion to invest $405,000 of 2014-2015 Jackman Bequest Funds money (earmarked for the Senior Center)and reserve $50,000 for capital improvement. Motion was seconded by Councilor Edgerly Walsh and passed 5-0 (Councilor Turcotte recused himself from the vote and discussion).
15-263. 	The Council considered the Consent Agenda. Councilor Turcotte asked to have item B removed to enable him to recuse himself. Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved to approve the consent agenda without item B (and with the addition of the liquor license for Capital Convenience, Inc.). Councilor Watson seconded, and the motion carried 6-0.
Councilor Golonka moved to approve item B from the consent agenda with Councilor Edgerly Walsh seconding. Motion carried 5-0 (Councilor Turcotte abstained).
15-262. 	The Mayor opened the First Reading of further amendments to the City’s Winter Parking Ban Ordinance – as per Council Goals K.

Public Works Director Tom McArdle gave a brief overview of the winter parking Changes. There was also a brief discussion regarding the overnight Parking space that is provided for the Car Share. Assistant Manager Baker noted that she has spoken with Car Share and their staff has “Snow Event” procedures in place to clear out the vehicles. McArdle also noted that the current space on School Street is not a good choice for winter overnight parking, so they plan on moving it around the corner to the angle parking on Main Street to allow for a safer snow removal situation.  The council concurred and Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved to pass the first hearing with the car share spot moving to Main Street, and set the second hearing for the next Council meeting.  Councilor Bate seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.
15-271.	Councilor Watson wanted to thank city staff and whoever else had a hand in picking up the bike are that was along Stone Cutters Way. She also wanted to look into the idea of putting parking meters on Court Street.

Councilor Edgerly Walsh noted that she was happy to see the bus shelter outside of City Hall. 

Councilor Bate attended the VLCT Fair and thought it was a great event.

Councilor Turcotte questioned the spacing of the reserved bus spots thought next year suggesting that the City may want to take into consideration the walkability to downtown attractions. He also requested that the City Manager get a total of annual overtime hours and costs for all departments. 

15-272.	City Manager Fraser encouraged residents to take part in the Budget Survey was still available on line.


Councilor Watson moved to enter into executive session pursuant to Title 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) to discuss the 6-month evaluation of the City Manager. The motion was seconded by Councilor Edgerly Walsh and passed on a vote of 6-0.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Without objection, the Mayor brought the Council back into open session and adjourned, by unanimous consent.
