


Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
October 28, 2015, 6:30PM.
City Council Chambers

In attendance: Councilors Anne Watson (Chair), Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka, Jean Olson, Jessica Edgerly Walsh and Dona Bate. Mayor John Hollar was absent. City Manager William Fraser was in attendance. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


Prior to the 6:30 Council Meeting, Councilors conducted a 5:30 PM Mowatt Property Site Visit (M&M Beverage, 12 Main Street). 

Councilor Watson called the formal portion of the meeting to order at 6:30PM.

15-275. 	The Chair suggested modifications to the proposed agenda as follows:  move up consideration of the consent agenda and the parking ordinance change, postpone the zoning update until the next meeting, and add a brief discussion of a date for the City Manager’s review (before the Mowatt discussion and hearing). Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved the proposed agenda with the recommended amendments, and was seconded by Councilor Bate. The motion carried unanimously at 6:33.

15-278. 	Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved approval of the consent agenda, without item b (at Councilor Turcotte’s request). Councilor Olson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously at 6:34.

A brief discussion of consent agenda item b (to accept the bid submitted by Cheney Trucking of Montpelier for Parking Lot Plowing (Lot #1) for the 2015-16 and 2016-17 winter seasons and authorize the City Manager to sign all pertinent contracts and paperwork) followed. Councilor Turcotte moved approval of consent agenda item b, and was seconded by Councilor Edgerly Walsh. The motion carried unanimously at 6:36.

15-279. 	The Chair opened the second reading of amendments to Section 10 of Article VII, “Parking & Parking Meter Zones”, concerning the parking of motor vehicles on city streets and in city-owned and operated parking lots during the winter season. After a brief explanation from the City Manager, the Chair closed the public hearing at 6:38.

Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved approval of the proposed parking ordinance amendment. Councilor Turcotte seconded the motion, which carried unanimously at 6:38. 

15-284. 	A brief discussion of the City Manager’s review date took place, without formal action.

15-277.	The Chair opened the floor for public comments on the upcoming eminent domain necessity hearing for the 12 Main Street property. City Manager Fraser and Jeffry Tucker (DuBois & King President and CEO) appeared before the hearing as witnesses after being duly sworn in. Jay White, a trustee for Thomas J. Mowatt Revocable Trust, sat in on the hearing and offered information on an exhibit offered into evidence.

The following Montpelier residents rose to oppose any solution that involved losing the business currently located at 12 Main Street (M&M Beverage): Chris Mizinski, Elizabeth Chase, Chris Martineau, Tyler Green, Natalie Cameron, Gwen Hoffses, Kevin O’Connell, Danny Coane, Gillis Moreau, Mary Shepherd, Mary Moody and Wayne Ledford.

Jonathan Hopkins suggested recycling alternatives if the business is eliminated.

At 7:00, the Chair turned the gavel over City Attorney Bernie Lambek to Chair the Mowatt Necessity Hearing. Additional participants in the hearing included City Manager William Fraser, Robert Fletcher (on behalf of the city) and Leo Bisson (on behalf of Mowatt Trust). 

The hearing went into recess at 8:31PM. The hearing was reconvened at 8:40PM.

At 10:22, the Mr. Lambek called the hearing into recess, to reconvene on November 11, 2015 at 6:30PM.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilor Watson returned to the position of Chair for the remainder of the regular Council Meeting. At 10:24, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent.







