
Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
September 23, 2015, 6:30 PM.
City Council Chambers

[bookmark: _GoBack]In attendance: Mayor John Hollar (Chair), Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka, Jean Olson and Jessica Edgerly Walsh. Councilors Anne Watson and Dona Bate were absent. City Manager William Fraser was in attendance. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

15-240.	The Mayor addressed proposed changes to the posted agenda. He first noted the removal of the Mowatt property discussion (item 15-243) and indicated his intention to recuse himself from the topic when it does come before the Council. Mr. Hollar also indicated the Community Fund discussion (item 15-245) would take place at a later hearing. He further indicated that two new candidates for appointment to city committee vacancies (Brad Kukenberger for the Planning Commission, and Susan Romans for the Planning Commission or the Design Review Committee) would be considered, in addition to those candidates posted. Finally, he noted the addition of likely executive session discussions regarding the District Heat contract with the State of Vermont (item 15-256), and a planned six-month, post-evaluation review of the City Manager (item 15-257). 

Hearing no objection, the Chair declared the agenda approved as amended, by unanimous consent.

15-242.	Councilor Golonka moved the Consent Agenda be approved, and was seconded by Councilor Edgerly Walsh. The motion carried unanimously (4-0) at 6:35PM.

15-244.	The Mayor opened the second Master Plan Public Hearing at 6:36. Planning Director Mike Miller introduced the discussion, indicating that the recommended changes from the last hearing, as well as technical changes reflecting current statutes, had been made. Discussion followed, before the Public Hearing was closed at 6:51.

Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved the Council readopt the 2010 Master Plan as presented with the aforementioned edits, and that it would sunset December 2017. Councilor Golonka seconded the motion. Further discussion followed, before the motion carried unanimously at 6:58.

15-246.	The Council received an update on the local opiate situation from Chief Facos. Introduced Anne Gilbert, Ginny Burley (of Central Vermont New Directions Coalition) and Deborah Hopkins (of Central Vermont Substance Abuse Services) came forward to participate in the presentation. 

15-251.	Montpelier High School student Asa Richardson-Skinder addressed the Council regarding his interest in being appointed to the Conservation Commission. Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved Asa Richardson-Skinder be appointed to the Conservation Commission. Councilor Olson seconded. The motion carried unanimously at 7:24.

15-248/15-249	Brad Kukenberger addressed the Council on his candidacy for the Planning Commission. He was followed by Susan Romans, discussing her interest in either the Planning Commission or the Design Review Committee.

15-250.	Jack McCullough addressed the Council regarding his candidacy for re-appointment to the Housing Authority Board. Councilor Olson moved that Jack McCullough be reappointed to the Housing, and was seconded by Councilor Turcotte. The motion carried unanimously at 7:34PM.

15-248/15-249	Councilor Olson moved the Council enter executive session to discuss the remaining appointments that have not yet been approved. Councilor Golonka seconded the motion, which carried unanimously at 7:35PM.

Hearing no objection, the Mayor declared the Council returned to open session by unanimous consent.

Councilor Olson moved that Jon Anderson and Tina Ruth be re-appointed to the Planning Commission and Theodore Blair Fetter be appointed to a 3 year term on the Design Review Committee and Liz Pritchett to the one year alternate position on the Design Review Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilor Golonka. Praise of the candidates present followed, before the motion carried unanimously at 7:48PM. A brief discussion of the remaining agenda followed.

15-252.	Councilor Turcotte addressed the public on behalf of a constituent looking for an apartment in town.

15-253.	Mayor Hollar noted the upcoming Vermont Road User’s Rally for Safety at the State House.

15-255.	City Manager Fraser noted that a Council meeting was scheduled for Veteran’s Day. A discussion of possible meeting date changes followed. Mr. Fraser also offered updates on the Council goals. A brief discussion of an ongoing format for reviewing the goals followed. 

Mr. Fraser noted the upcoming activation of the city heating system before initiating a discussion of the meeting schedule of the Capital Improvement Plan Committee. Finally, he noted the first of two community budget discussions scheduled for the next day (the 24th).

15-256/15-257	Councilor Bate moved the Council find that premature general public knowledge of the discussion of the State District Heat contract would place the City at substantial disadvantage, and enter into executive session to discuss that topic, as well as the City Manager’s personnel review. Councilor Turcotte seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Hearing no objection, the Mayor declared the Council returned to open session, and then adjourned, by unanimous consent at 8:30PM.
