Montpelier Development Review Board Meeting

October 5, 2015

Approved as submitted on 11/16/2015
Present:  Philip Zalinger, Daniel Richardson, Jack Lindley, James LaMonda, Michael Sherman, Will Schebaum (alternate), Sarah McShane – staff.
Call to order: The meeting was called to order by the Acting Chair, Daniel Richardson.  The Chair, Phil Zalinger was running late.

Approval of the agenda: Michael made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, James seconded.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.

Comments from the Chair:  There were no comments from the Acting Chair.

Review of minutes of September 21, 2015: James made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Michael seconded.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.

420 Towne Hill Road 

Owner/Applicant: Elizabeth and Hoyte Battey 

Variance request from rear yard setback for a pool.

The applicants were present and sworn in.  They want to install an inground pool.  The setback from the rear property line is 75’, they seek to go into the setback 30’.  There will be a 3 foot concrete apron around the pool and a chain link fence.  There will be no cabana or beach house.

The variance criteria were reviewed and deemed to be acceptable.

James made a motion to approve the request as presented, Will seconded.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.    

Phil Zalinger arrived and took over the Chair.
 

9 Northfield Street 

Owner: Naily Holdings LLC   Applicant: Susan McGrory 

Conditional use review to convert existing apartment into a hair salon.

The actual application is to convert a first floor office area into a hair salon.  Bruce Landry was sworn in, representing the property owner, as was the applicant.


The egress and ingress would not change, nor will there be any exterior changes.

The conditional use criteria were reviewed.  There was discussion about the parking and the concern that customers would need to back out into Northfield Street to leave.  The applicant showed on the map how it would work with only having one customer on premise at a time.

The snow can be pushed against the bank as long as there’s not a lot of snow.  If there is, the snow removal people will remove the snow by dump truck.

Dan made a motion with conditions that only one chair be in use at a time and that snow removal occur once it encroaches on the parking lot.  A friendly amendment to the motion included the additional condition that cars park with the front ends toward the south parking line and at a diagonal.  James seconded the motion with the amendment.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.   
 

76 Gould Hill Road 

Owner/Applicant:  Casey Ellison 

Sketch plan review for a Planned Unit Development to create a personal services establishment, ’bath house’ and associated medical office space.

The applicant was present with her business partner, Petra

They are looking to open a Russian style bath house.  The barn on the property will need to be razed and rebuilt since it’s not in good enough shape to retrofit.  The farmhouse will stay.   The look will remain as a farmhouse.  The bath house would be in the barn and the more clinical aspect would be in the farmhouse.  Casey is a Naturopath and Petra is a massage therapist

The barn will contain a dry sauna, a steamroom, a warm pool, a hot pool, and a cold plunge.   The other floor of the barn will contain check-in and locker rooms.  

The farmhouse will no longer be a residence but will contain office space.

The review was opened to the public for questions.  The first question concerned the staff comments that sounded like 3 buildings but it’s a glassed in breezeway between the barn and the farmhouse.  

Steve Gold and Irina Markova, who live across from the proposed property, expressed their concern about the parking and the lot lighting.

Steve Syz voiced concern about the traffic, especially in winter weather.

The massage therapy business could be conducted in the zoning district, but the clinical practice is not allowed.

Other Business:  The next meeting scheduled for October 19 has no applications, so November 2 will be the actual next meeting.

Adjournment:  Dan made a motion to adourn, James seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Tami Furry

Recording Secretary

