
Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
April 13, 2016, 5:30PM
City Council Chambers, City Hall

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar, Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka and Jean Olson, Dona Bate, Jessica Edgerly Walsh. Councilor Anne Watson was not present. City Manager William Fraser participated. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30PM.
16-108.	Hearing no objection, the Mayor declared the meeting enter into closed session, under statute, for the purpose of discussing the City Manager’s Contract, by unanimous consent.
Without objection, the Mayor declared the meeting returned to open session by unanimous consent at 6:37PM.
16-107. 	Councilor Turcotte asked that a budget forecast discussion be included on the agenda, while the Chair removed Item 9 (the discussion on Uber) from the proposed agenda. Without objection, the agenda as amended was approved by unanimous consent. 
16-110. 	There was brief discussion during the consideration of the Consent Agenda Items c, d and f were tabled for discussion. The remaining consent agenda was moved for approval by Councilor Edgerly Walsh and seconded by Councilor Bate. The motion carried unanimously at 6:46.
Item C (approval of a request for the closure of a portion of State Street on Saturday, May 7th, for Montpelier’s Mayfest) was taken from the table from discussion. Cindra Conison rose in opposition. Jessie Baker participated in the discussion. The item was tabled again, until the event organizer could arrive.
16-111. 	Jake Brown addressed council on his interest in serving on the Montpelier Foundation Board. Councilor Olson moved Jake Brown be appointed to the Montpelier Foundation Board. Councilor Bate seconded. The motion carried unanimously at 6:57.
16-112. 	Planning Director Mike Miller came forward for the update on the Zoning process and answered questions from councilors. No formal action was taken.
16-113. 	The Council engaged in a review and discussion of the body’s goals and the goal-setting process. No formal action was taken.
16-110. 	Item C from the Consent Agenda taken off the table for further consideration. Chrissy LaFavour of Grateful Yoga discussed the event and took questions. After a brief discussion, Councilor Turcotte moved approval of item c (approval of a request for the closure of a portion of State Street on Saturday, May 7th, for Montpelier’s Mayfest). Councilor Golonka seconded. Further discussion followed, before the motion carried unanimously at 7:24.
16-115. 	The Council received a city website analytics report from Assistant City Manager Jessie Baker. Questions and discussion followed. Nat Frothingham offered comments.
16-116.	Councilor Turcotte introduced his requested budget forecast discussion, approved as an amendment to the agenda. Discussion followed. No formal action was taken.
Item D from the Consent Agenda was taken off the table for discussion (Amend District Heat’s $750,000 Note and Commitment Letter with the Vermont Economic Development Authority). No formal action was taken.
Item F from the Consent Agenda was taken off the table for discussion (adopt resolution to amend and restate the City’s ICMA-RC 401 Qualified Retirement Plan and authorize the Mayor to execute the ICMA-RC Adoption Agreement; required by the IRS by April 30, 2016). A brief discussion followed. No action was taken.
16-115(a) 	Assistant Manager Baker gave an update on the Recreation Building. Discussion followed, and no action was taken.
16-117. 	Councilor Golonka offered an update on the Public Safety Authority.
Councilor Bate reported on the activities of the Transportation Advisory Committee.
Councilor Olson noted recent meetings of a group of citizens interested in scaling down residential housing.
16-118. 	The Mayor reported that the House Government Operations Committee would begin taking up the voter-approved charter changes on Friday.
16-119. 	The City Clerk welcomed new staffer Jamie Granfield to the Clerk’s Office.
16-120. 	The City Manager noted the upcoming economic development meeting 2 weeks away.
Councilor Bate moved the Council find that premature knowledge of discussions of agenda item 16-115(b) (Jacobs Lot easement) would place the City at a disadvantage, and that the Council therefore proceed into Executive Session under statute for discussion of that item, as well as a personnel issue (Consent Agenda item f -  Resolution to amend and restate the City’s ICMA-RC 401 Qualified Retirement Plan and authorize the Mayor to execute the ICMA-RC Adoption Agreement; required by the IRS by April 30, 2016). Councilor Golonka seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
Without objection, the Council returned to open session by unanimous consent at 8:15.
Hearing no objection, The Chair declared that the Council adopt the Resolution to amend and restate the City’s ICMA-RC 401 qualified retirement as presented in the consent agenda except Section 13 which should all be blank, by unanimous consent.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Without objection, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:16PM.		

