


Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]February 10, 2016, 5:30PM
City Council Chambers, City Hall

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar, Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka and Jean Olson, Dona Bate and Anne Watson. Councilor Jessica Edgerly Walsh arrived after the meeting has commenced. City Manager William Fraser was in attendance. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. Councilor Edgerly Walsh was not present. 
16-047. 	Councilor Watson moved the Council enter into executive session (and include Bernie Lambek), in accordance with statute, to discuss the City Manager’s contract. Councilor Olson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
Councilor Edgerly Walsh joined the meeting at 6:33.
Hearing no objection, the Chair ruled the meeting return to open session at 6:38 by unanimous consent.
Hearing no objections, the proposed agenda was approved by unanimous consent with the following changes: the prior meeting’s minutes removed from the consent agenda, the addition into the consent agenda of the approval of the Certificate of Highway Mileage, a discussion of the proposed Charter changes, and the removal of a discussion of an appointment to the Montpelier Alive board. Agenda – no mins, add cert of hwy mileage, and discussion of charter changes, also pull apt of Montpelier alive member.
16-048. 	 John Bloch provided an update on EC Fiber’s plans.
16-049. 	Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved the Council approve the consent agenda, and was seconded by Councilor Bate. The motion carried unanimously at 6:41.
16-050.	Karen Freeman addressed the Council on her interest in serving on the Montpelier Foundation board. Councilor Bate moved Karen Freeman be appointed to the Montpelier Foundation, and was seconded by Councilor Olson. The motion carried unanimously. 
16-051. 	John Snell gave an update on the Tree Board. Heather Calderwood, Jake Feldman and Steve Bailey all addressed the Council regarding their interest in serving.
Councilor Bate moved that Heather Calderwood, Jake Feldman, Steve Bailey be appointed and Sarah Hoffmeier, John Akieleszek, Jeff Schumann and John Snell be reappointed to the Tree Board. Councilor Olson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously at 6:48.
16-052. 	Planning and Community Development Director Mike Miller gave the Council a presentation on the proposed zoning changes. Questions and discussion followed.
16-053. 	Assistant City Manager Jesse Baker and Recreation Director Arne McMullen delivered a presentation on options for the final disposition of the Recreation Building, and the potential impact on programs. A discussion followed.
Supportive comments regarding Recreation programs were offered from Page Guertin, and Cassandra Hemenway. 
Councilor Golonka moved the Council direct staff to explore “option 2” to sell the building and to Issue an RFP to understand markets interest in purchasing the building at 55 Barre Street. The motion was seconded by Councilor Bate and passed unanimously at 7:57. 
16-054. 	Cassandra Hemenway, Zero Waste Outreach Coordinator for the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District, offered the Council an update on Act 148, Vermont’s new Universal Recycling Law, and how it affects the city, as well as CVSWMD activities and resources. Discussion followed.
16-055. 	Ward Joyce and Steve Frey gave the Council a presentation on a proposed “Langdon Street Alive” initiative.  Discussion and questions followed. It was noted that detailed information is available at langdonstreetalive.org. Assistant Manager Baker participated in the discussion.
16-057. 	Councilor Bate opened a discussion on coordinating lobbying efforts for the charter changes, presuming they pass the ballot. Jed Guertin added comments. 
Councilor Bate also expressed concerns about Cliff Street being included in the historic district, as per the prior discussion on zoning with Mr. Miller. She also asked that Councilors be clear on formal motions made during meetings.
Councilor Watson noted she was pleased to see the consent agenda item relating to the bike path.
16-059. 	The Clerk noted that taxes were due Tuesday 16th. He also gave an update on election activities and coming deadlines, reminding the public that voter registration can be checked and changed, and early ballots can be requested through the web at https://olvr.sec.state.vt.us/, also linked at the clerk web page
16-060. 	The City Manager noted progress on the Three Penny Taproom parklet proposal.
16-061.	Councilor Watson moved the Council find that premature public knowledge of agenda item 16-061 (Discussion of Real Estate acquisitions related to the 1 Taylor Street Redevelopment Project) would put the City at a substantial disadvantage. Councilor Edgerly Walsh seconded and the motion carried unanimously at 8:48.
Councilor Watson moved the Council enter executive session to discuss agenda item 16-061. Councilor Bate seconded and the motion carried unanimously at 8:48. Councilor Golonka recused himself from the discussion.
Hearing no objection, the Mayor returned the Council to open session, and subsequently adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent.



