


[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
February 24, 2016, 5:30PM
City Council Chambers, City Hall

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar, Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka and Jean Olson, Dona Bate and Jessica Edgerly Walsh. Councilor Anne Watson participated via webconference. Assistant City Manager Jessie Baker participated. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:35pm. 
16-063. 	Councilor Turcotte moved the Council enter executive session (with Bernie Lambek) to discuss a personnel issue (the City Manager’s contract). Councilor Olson seconded. The vote was 3-0 (Councilors Bate, Olson, Turcotte voting in favor), and the Mayor voted aye making the final vote 4-0. The motion carried. Councilors Golonka & Edgerly Walsh, who were out of the room at the time of the vote, joined the closed session, as did Councilor Watson.
16-062. 	Hearing no objection, the Chair declared the proposed agenda approved (with the February 4 meeting minutes removed at the Clerk’s request) by unanimous consent. 
16-065. 	Councilor Turcotte moved approval of the consent agenda, with Item c pulled for discussion, and the Capital Plaza liquor license pulled from item g. Councilor Golonka seconded the motion, and the motion carried by a unanimous roll call vote.
Councilor Golonka recused himself from voting on approval of the Capitol Plaza liquor license. Councilor Bate moved approval, and was seconded by Councilor Olson. The motion carried on a 5-0 roll call vote (with Councilor Golonka not voting).
On the discussion of consent agenda Item c, Councilor Turcotte recused himself from the discussion. Councilor Golonka moved approval of item c, with Councilor Watson seconding. The motion carried on a 5-0 roll call vote (Councilor Turcotte abstaining).
16-066. 	The Mayor opened the second Public Hearing to consider proposed amendments to the City’s Charter. Hearing no comments, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 6:39.
16-067. 	Public Works Director Tom McArdle addressed the Council on consideration of authorizing the installation of traffic control devices (signs) to prohibit through travel by semi-trailer trucks on Phelps Street and Blodgett Avenue. Vicki Lane participated in the discussion. Councilor Turcotte moved the council approve the proposed installation, Councilor Bate seconded. The motion carried on a unanimous roll call vote (6-0).
16-068. 	Assistant City Manager Baker opened the discussion of the Dog Ordinance. Parks Director Geoff Beyer participated in the discussion, as did Carolyn Grodinsky, who spoke to the proposed approach to improving relations around the issue of dogs and the parks. Danis Regal and Marilyn Mode spoke, advocating for minimal changes to the current approach.
16-070. 	Councilor Bate noted that a group of Councilors and the City Clerk had met to discuss the proposed charter change regarding Berlin Pond. She also recommended the Council consider bringing in a facilitator for the goal-setting process.
Councilor Olson noted the upcoming meeting on economic development, encouraging citizens to attend.
Councilor Turcotte encouraged election participation from citizens.
16-072. 	The City Clerk noted the voter registration deadline has passed for the coming Town Meeting Day elections, adding that if one tried to register in good faith and it didn’t work, to give him a call. Early voting hours Saturday were again set for Saturday from 10AM and 2PM. He added that polls were open on Election Day from 7AM to 7PM.
16-073. 	Assistant City Manager Baker gave an update on work on a community services transition plan for the Recreation Department, and the Recreation building.
Hearing no objection, the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent.



