
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
January 13, 2016, 5:30PM
City Council Chambers, City Hall

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar, Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka and Jean Olson. Councilors Jessica Edgerly Walsh and Dona Bate arrived after the meeting was underway. Councilor Anne Watson was not present. City Manager William Fraser was in attendance. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30PM.

16-010.	The Mayor added the Necessity Resolutions for city bonding, and an executive session to discuss the City Manager’s review to the proposed agenda. Hearing no objection, the Chair declared the amended agenda approved by unanimous consent.
 
16-011.	John Snell offered his thoughts on city budgets and services to the Council. 

Councilor Bate joined the meeting at 5:38PM.

Planning Director Michael Miller noted that the Planning Commission had finished a zoning draft, will be offering a meeting schedule, and is accepting public comment. Mr. Miller entertained questions from the Council.

16-012.	The Council continued its Budget Workshop from the prior meeting, focusing on the cost and benefit of the dog waste stations, the Community Fund, Economic Development, Montpelier Alive, and the Wrightsville Reservoir. Police Chief Tony Facos and Public Works Director Tom McArdle contributed to the discussion.

	Councilor Edgerly Walsh joined the meeting at 6:28PM.

16-013.	Councilor Bate moved approval of the consent agenda, and was seconded by Councilor Golonka. The motion carried unanimously at 6:47.

16-015.	The Council invited applicants to the two openings on the Bicycle Advisory Committee forward Addressing the Council and responding to questions were Warren Vail III, Heather Voisin, Jonathan Harris, Ron Merkin, Gary Holloway, and Farid Quraishi.

	Councilor Bate moved the Council enter executive session to discuss the appointments. Councilor Golonka seconded the motion, which carried unanimously at 7:03.

	Councilor Golonka moved the Council return to open session, and was seconded by Councilor Bate. The motion passed unanimously at 7:09

	Councilor Golonka moved the Council appoint Heather Voisin and Gary Holloway to the Bicycle Advisory Committee. Councilor Bate seconded. After Councilors offered comments, the motion carried unanimously at 7:12.

16-016.	Councilor Turcotte moved Emily Byrne be reappointed to the Conservation Commission. Councilor Bate seconded, and the motion passed by unanimous vote at 7:12.

16-017.	Jim Higgins addressed the Council on his interest in serving on the Montpelier Foundation Board. Councilor Turcotte moved Mr. Higgins be appointed to the Montpelier Foundation Board. Councilor Olson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously at 7:16. Councilor Olson offered further comments.

16-018.	Ron Wild, Bernie Lambek, Judy Stermer, and John Van Deren of the Community Fund Board presented their report to the Council and answered questions. A discussion of the report and the process followed. Councilor Bate moved the Council approve the Community Fund recommendation of $119,550 and Councilor Turcotte seconded the motion, which passed unanimously at 7:33.

	The meeting went into recess at 7:34 and reconvened at 7:41. 

16-019.	Public Safety Authority Board Members Doug Hoyt and Mike Smith, joined by Director Paco Aumand, were introduced by Councilor Golonka and offered the Council a report on their activities and plans. Questions and discussion followed. Police Chief Facos contributed to the discussion. City Manager Fraser recognized George Malek for his contributions to the process.

16-020.	Corey Line of the Public Works Department was joined by John Budreski and Anthony Menona of the Bicycle committee to discuss the alternative transportation plans (Montpelier in Motion, Parking Fund) and provide updates on the related transportation committees. Questions and discussion followed. 

16-021.	At 8:40, the Mayor opened the First Public Hearing on proposed charter changes, previously filed with the City Clerk, relating to Berlin Pond and a Local Options Tax. 

George Malek and Bill Moore of the Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce spoke in opposition to the Local Options Tax proposal.

Maxine O’Leary, Jeff Schumann, Jed Guertin and Page Guertin rose in favor of the Berlin Pond charter change.

Gretchen Elias spoke in support of the Local Options Tax charter proposal.

The Mayor closed the public hearing at 9:13PM.

16-022.	The Mayor opened the Bond Public Hearing (bonding for Wastewater Treatment Plan improvements) at 9:14. The Mayor closed the public hearing at 9:15.

16-023.	The Mayor opened the first public hearing for the Warning for March 1, 2016 Annual City Meeting at 9:15. The City Manager took a moment to review the warning. Some discussion followed. The Mayor closed the public hearing at 9:32. 

16-024.	Councilor Golonka (seconded by Councilor Edgerly Walsh) moved the Council set the date and time for the Annual City Meeting on Tuesday, March 1, 2016, from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. in the City Hall Auditorium. The motion carried unanimously at 9:33.

16-014.	The Mayor left the meeting briefly at 9:34, and Councilor Edgerly Walsh assumed the gavel. A discussion of the content and process regarding the budget moved forward. The Mayor returned and reassumed the Chair at 9:37, opening the public hearing on the proposed FY17 municipal budget at 9:37. Hearing no public comments at the time, the public hearing was then closed at 9:38.

16-025.	Councilor Bate commended the work of City staff and the Regional Planning Commission.

	Councilor Turcotte commended the City Finance staff for the budget documentation, and the staff who had worked on the website.

	Councilor Golonka noted the open spot on the ballot for the Public Safety Authority board.

16-027.	The City Clerk noted that dog licenses were also being made available at the Quirky Pet.

16-028.	The City Manager reminded those watching that next week’s Council meeting is Thursday. He also noted the Pre-Town Meeting Day public event scheduled for Thursday February 18 at the Senior Center.

Councilor Bate moved the Council enter into executive session to discuss the City Manager’s review. Councilor Turcotte seconded the motion, which carried unanimously at 9:43PM.

At 10PM, the Mayor – hearing no objections -  declared the Council returned to open session, and subsequently adjourned, by unanimous consent.

