
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
January 21, 2016, 6:30PM
City Council Chambers, City Hall

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar, Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka and Jean Olson, Jessica Edgerly Walsh, Dona Bate and Anne Watson. City Manager William Fraser was in attendance. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30PM.

16-029. 	The Clerk indicated that the minutes were not in a final draft form and asked that the item be removed from the consent agenda. Without objection, the Mayor declared the proposed agenda as amended approved by unanimous consent. at 6:31.

16-030. 	John Bloch addressed the Council regarding EC Fiber financing, encouraging the Council to consider a letter of intent. Discussion followed.

Councilor Golonka moved that a letter from city staff be sent to the EC Fiber board reconfirming the interest in having fiber available to the city, and ask that the board allow for another council meeting to fully understand the financing proposal. Councilor Turcotte seconded. Discussion followed, and the motion carried unanimously at 6:43.

16-031. 	Assistant City Manager Jessie Baker came forward to clarify the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on the consent agenda (item b). Some discussion followed. Councilor Watson recused herself from the vote. Councilor Turcotte moved approval of the consent agenda (as amended), and Councilor Bate seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0) at 6:46.

16-032. 	Guy Tapper addressed the council regarding his interest in an appointment to the Pedestrian Advisory Committee. Councilor Bate moved that Guy Tapper be appointed to the Pedestrian Advisory Committee. Councilor Turcotte seconded and the motion carried unanimously at 6:47.

16-033. 	The Mayor opened the second public hearing on the proposed FY17 Municipal Budget at 6:48. City Manager Fraser offered a presentation. The public hearing was closed at 6:57.

Councilor Bate moved approval of the proposed FY17 Municipal Budget. Councilor Golonka seconded. Discussion followed.

Councilor Edgerly Walsh move the motion be amended to add $50,000 to the general fund budget, and that council and staff will make a more specific economic development allocation during the goal-setting meetings. The motion was seconded by Councilor Bate. Discussion followed. The Council voted 3-3 (Councilors Edgerly Walsh, Watson, and Bate voting aye, Councilors Turcotte, Golonka and Olson voting nay). The Mayor voted nay, and the motion to amend failed on a 4-3 vote at 7:23.

After further discussion on the underlying motion to approve the budget, the motion carried unanimously at 7:24.

The Council received a presentation from Superintendent Brian Ricca and Michelle Braun of the School Board on the proposed school budget. Councilor Watson recused herself from the discussion that followed.

Councilor Golonka moved the Council include the school budget request on the Annual City Meeting ballot, and was seconded by Councilor Edgerly Walsh. The motion passed unanimously (5-0) at 7:38.

16-034. 	The Council received the FY15 Audit Report, which was presented by Sandy Gallup and Ruth Dokter of the Finance Department and Teresa Kajenski of Fothergill Segal & Valley, CPAs.  Finance Director Gallup acknowledged the contributions of Treasurer Charlotte Hoyt.

The Mayor left the meeting at 7:48. Councilor Watson assumed the gavel.

Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved the Council accept the audit report, and was seconded by Councilor Bate. The motion carried unanimously at 7:52.

16-035. 	The Clerk reported to the Council that one ballot item had been offered for inclusion on the ballot by petition, which read as follows:

Shall the Voters of Montpelier appropriate a one-time sum of $75,000 to be used by the North Branch Nature Center’s capital campaign for the fiscal year July 1, 2016-June 20, 2017? Appropriated funds will be directed solely towards the construction of a new community nature center facility located at the North Branch Nature Center in Montpelier.

Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved the Council accept the petition for inclusion on the Annual City Meeting ballot subject to final petition signature approval by the Clerk’s office. Councilor Bate seconded and the motion carried unanimously at 7:55.

16-036. 	The Mayor returned and re-assumed the gavel at 7:55. The City Manager introduced the Bond Public Hearing which formally opened at 7:56. Hearing no comments, the public hearing was closed at 7:56.

16-037. 	The Mayor opened the second public hearing on the Annual City Meeting Warning for March 1, 2016 at 7:58. Finance Director Gallup introduced the discussion. Councilor Watson moved approval of the warning. Councilor Bate seconded the motion. Discussion followed. 

Councilor Edgerly Walsh moved that the motion be amended such that the final sentence of the Article 15 introduction reads “The proceeds from this tax will be authorized for use for roads, bridges, other infrastructure and economic development.” Councilor Turcotte seconded. Additional discussion followed, before the motion to amend passed unanimously at 8:02.

The underlying motion carried unanimously at 8:02.

16-038. 	Councilor Golonka thanked the Finance Director for the work on the budget materials.

Councilor Bate noted the upcoming VLCT local government day event. She also encouraged councilors to lobby for the charter changes, should they pass on Town Meeting Day. Finally, she indicated she can no longer attend Montpelier Alive meetings and was therefore resigning from her board position, asking that someone else from the Council be appointed.

Councilor Turcotte thanked the City Manager for the work on the budget and thanked city departments that were making staffing adjustments. He noted two upcoming events (a showing of When Harry Met Sally and a Union playground fundraising even). Finally, he announced his intention to run for re-election.

16-039. 	The Mayor thanked city staff for their budget work and also praised the materials.

16-040. 	The Clerk gave a brief update on the coming election deadlines.

16-041. 	The City Manager noted recent winter parking ban administrative challenges. Some discussion followed.

16-042. 	Councilor Turcotte moved the Council enter into executive discussion pursuant to statute for the purposes of discussing the City Manager’s contract. The motion was seconded by Councilor Olson, and carried unanimously

Without objection, the Chair ruled the Council return to open session, and subsequently adjourn, by unanimous consent.
