
Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting
March 23, 2016, 5:30PM
City Council Chambers, City Hall

In attendance: Mayor John Hollar, Councilors Justin Turcotte, Tom Golonka and Jean Olson, Dona Bate, Jessica Edgerly Walsh Anne Watson. City Manager William Fraser participated. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30PM.
16-093.	Hearing no objection, the Mayor declared the meeting enter into closed session, under statute, for the purpose of discussing the City Manager’s Contract, by unanimous consent.
Without objection, the Mayor declared the meeting returned to open session by unanimous consent at 6:30PM.
16-092.		Without objection, the proposed agenda was approved by unanimous consent.
16-095.	Mary Roehm addressed the Council on a developing proposal for a wood-fired bread oven and kiln.
16-096.	Councilor Watson moved approval of the consent agenda, with item f (FY16 – Q2 Performance Management Report for the Period Ending December 31, 2015) tabled for discussion. Councilor Edgerly Walsh seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
16-097.	The Council revisited discussions of committee assignments. There was a brief status review, followed by discussion and informal assignments. Councilor Olson moved the Council re-appoint Thierry Guerlain as a city representative on the Kellogg-Hubbard Library board, and was seconded by Councilor Turcotte. After discussion, the motion was withdrawn.
16-098.	After a brief discussion, Councilor Watson moved the Council re-appoint Clare Wheeler as the City Representative to the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District. Councilor Bate seconded, and the motion carried unanimously at 6:58.
16-099.	Michael Miller and Kevin Casey of the Planning Department introduced a discussion of comparative advantages and disadvantages of single-space parking meters (SSPM) versus multi-space parking meters (Kiosks) in downtown. Councilor Turcotte moved the Council suspend exploration of street parking kiosks and pursue the single space meter solution. Councilor Bate seconded second. More discussion followed, and was joined by Police Chief Tony Facos joined. The motion passed unanimously at 7:18.
16-100.	City Manager Fraser introduced a discussion of the status of Berlin Pond. Public Works Director Tom McArdle participated. Councilor Watson moved the Council authorize the City Manager to pursue legal issues surrounding Berlin Pond and file for a legal injunction if necessary. Councilor Bate seconded the motion.
	After some discussion, the underlying motion was withdrawn, and Councilor Golonka moved the City manager be empowered to initiate necessary action, including legal action, to prevent a boat launch at Berlin Pond. Councilor Bate seconded. More discussion followed, before the motion carried unanimously at 7:44.
16-101.	The City Manager offered a power point presentation to introduce a discussion of the City Council’s 2016-17 Goals. Comments were offered by Kate Stephenson (Chair of the Energy Advisory Committee), Ginny Hurley (of the Central Vermont New Directions Coalition), Jack McCullough (of the Housing Task Force), and John Bodreski (Bike Committee Chair). Police Chief Facos, Parks Director Geoff Beyer, Community Justice Center Director Yvonne Byrd, Planning Director Mike Miller, and Fire Chief Bob Gowans also participated.
16-102.	Item f from the consent agenda was taken from the table for discussion (FY16 – Q2 Performance Management Report for the Period Ending December 31, 2015). Assistant City manager Jessie Baker and Fire Chief Gowans participated in the discussion. No formal action was taken.
16-103.	 Councilor Bate noted that legislative activity on the proposed charter change was underway, and encouraged interested citizens to contact her.
Councilor Turcotte noted that it was a good time of year to prune fruit trees before reminding residents of the upcoming Easter egg hunt.
Councilor Watson indicated she may not be able to attend the next Council meeting.
Councilor Edgerly Walsh reported that her son had taken his first steps.
16-104.	The Mayor thanked Representative Mary Hooper for working to secure an increase in PILOT funds from the state. He then noted that he had met with representatives of Uber, and that Uber would begin offering service in Montpelier.
Hearing no objection, the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:55.
