Montpelier Planning Commission Meeting

April 11, 2016

Approved 5/23/16
Present: Kim Cheney, Jon Anderson, Barbara Conrey, Tina Ruth, Eileen Simpson, John Adams, Leslie Welts, Michael Miller, Brandy Saxton.

Call to order by the Chair:  The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Kim Cheney.

Approval of the agenda:  There were no objections to the agenda.  Mike had asked if there might be the necessity of an executive session to discuss the City’s attorney’s comments, but it was decided it was part of the public forum.
Comments from the Chair:   There were no comments from the Chair.

Open public hearing on Version 2 draft of the Unified Development Regulations: 

Jeff Nick spoke first – he owns property at 118 Main Street and 7 School Street that is rented by NECI.  He’d like to see higher densities in that area.  Jay Ancel presented a map with him.  There are existing balconies that extend over rivers on adjacent properties, if new buildings were constructed under the new regulations, they would not be allowed due to the river setbacks.  

Eileen made a motion to allow balconies in the historic style.  

Jon made a motion that allows a zero setback for buildings in the urban center and a setback of 10 feet for parking.  John seconded.   Jon amended it to just along the North Branch in the urban core.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote with Tina abstaining because of the parking.

Tina moved to reconsider the vote, Jon seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-1 vote (Barbara opposed motion).  The discussion talked about the proposed River Walk.

After reconsideration, it was decided to stay with the original motion.

Balconies in the same area to extend from the building wall are allowed 

Eileen made a motion to allow balconies in the North Branch urban center with no impediment from the zoning as long as the historic use pattern as defined at 7 feet is met and if State and Federal permits can be obtained.   Jon seconded, the motion passed on a 7-0 vote.

Tim Heney spoke next.  He feels the zoning needs to be rewritten, but he thinks the new regulations are overstepping.  He feels there isn’t the staff to handle the new regulations – there are State agencies that can handle a lot of it, the wetlands, for example.  Tim will try to redline the document and present it to the Commission for review.

The Commission’s comments were that many of the sections are handled by the State for larger sections.

A definition for “abandoned” will be added. 

The public hearing will be closed for new comments.

Recommendation for alternate to the regional planning commission:  Kim has resigned from doing it.  Eileen said it doesn’t have to be a member of the Planning Commission, it could be a member of the public and she proposed that be the way it’s done.  No one on the Commission was able to do it, Mike will put it back to the City Council.

Continue review of comments from public hearing:

Discussion of Ron Shems/ Alan Goldman’s recommendations including comments from David Rugh (City Attorney for zoning matters):  David Rugh provided confidential documents for the Commission, he can adapt them for the public tomorrow.  They didn’t reach the Commission until the afternoon, so many hadn’t had the chance to review them.

Ron is willing to work with Mike on policy by policy tweaks.  The Commission will review Ron’s two letters and David’s one letter and decide if they need David at the next meeting.  Brandy’s time is up, so the Commission may be working out the details with Mike.
Discuss process for Master Plan update proposals (city received one proposal):  It was decided to approve the proposal by consensus.

Adjournment:  Eileen made a motion to adjourn, Leslie seconded, the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Tami Furry

Recording Secretary

