Montpelier Development Review Board Meeting

May 2, 2016

Approved as submitted on 5/16/16
Present:  Philip Zalinger (in at 7:30), Daniel Richardson, Jack Lindley, Roger Cranse, Michael Sherman, Sarah McShane – staff.

Call to order: The meeting was called to order by acting Chair, Daniel Richardson.

Approval of the agenda:  Michael made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, Roger seconded.  The motion passed on a 4-0 vote.

Comments from the Chair: If any applicant wishes to hear from the full board instead of the 4 members that are present, they have the right to request that.

Review of minutes of April 18, 2016:  Tabled to the next meeting since there was not a quorum.

89 State Street 
Owner: Vermont Mutual Insurance Company  Applicant: Diane Norwood 

Design review approval to replace existing sign.

The applicant was present.  

There had been no DRC recommendations and they had a unanimous vote to approve the application as presented.

Michael made a motion to approve the application as presented, Roger seconded.  The motion passed on a 4-0 vote.

47 Court Street

Owner: Mary Eversole   Applicant: Brenden DeAndrade 

Design review approval to add a second sign panel to an existing ground sign.

The applicant was present.

The DRC made the recommendation that the sign bracket be painted black.  The applicant has already had that change made on the work order.

Roger made a motion to approve the application with the recommendation, Jack seconded.  The motion passed on a 4-0 vote.

27 Court Street

Owner/Applicant: Theodore Fetter 

Design and site plan review, demolition of a historic structure and variance/enlargement of a non-conforming structure to renovate and convert the first floor to office and use the second and third floors as residential dwelling units, demolish rear addition, rebuild and expand rear addition and to excavate portions of the rear lot to expand parking. 

The applicant was present with his project manager, Jacob Deva Recusin.

He purchased the property about two years ago and knew of some upgrades that were needed, such as the wiring but there have been many surprises of which he was not aware.  He wishes to make the first floor ADA accessible and to change the parking scheme for the property.

There will be an addition to the third floor to expand the floor plan on that story and to increase the energy efficiency.

The demolition will involve the part of the structure that is around from the 1960s, it is being used as a kitchen space in the first and second floor residencies.  Then there is a storage shed/garage building in the northwestern corner that is rotting and falling apart.  There is no acceptable rear egress from the second floor, it is to go through the shed.  The third floor doesn’t have an acceptable egress, either.  

The Board wishes to see actual figures as to how renovation costs compare to demolition.  

Although the footprint of the property will be expanded, there will be no encroachment on the setback.

Paul Hanlon, an abutting property owner spoke on his concerns on the driveway and the slope at the rear of the property.

The recommendation was to continue the hearing and consider all the requests at that time until date certain. All information will need to be in the planning office by COB on May 27. 

Jack made a motion to continue the application to June 6, Michael seconded.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.

Other Business:   The next meeting will be May 16, 2016. 

Adjournment:   Jack made a motion to adjourn, Michael seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Tami Furry

Recording Secretary

