Montpelier Planning Commission Meeting

January 25, 2016

Approved 6/27/16
Present: Jon Anderson, Barbara Conrey, Tina Ruth, Eileen Simpson, John Adams, Leslie Welts, Michael Miller, Brandy Saxton.

Call to order by the Chair:  The meeting was called to order by the Vice-Chair, Jon Anderson.

Approval of the agenda:  The agenda was approved.
Comments from the Chair:  Jon reviewed the process.  The evening will be spent listening to peoples’ comments, then process the comments and decide if changes are of merit.  Wednesday will be an open house at 4-6, another hearing will be February 8.  Any written comments may be made and considered, also.  

Once all comments are received and considered, a vote will be taken by the Commission to refer the new zoning rules to the City Council.  If City Council has any changes, they will refer them back to the Commission.  After consideration by both sides, there will be a warning on the adoption.

Public Hearing regarding draft zoning bylaws:

     
Presentation by Brandy Saxton (consultant) on the draft bylaws

Some of the main objectives on the rewrite is to streamline the zoning process, to allow flexibility, encouraging residential infill, looking at architectural and streetscapes standards, walkability, to make the standards match what’s on the ground, looking at parking requirements, separating flood hazard from the zoning, and looking at stormwater regulations.

There are 5 parts for the regulations – “legalese”, zoning districts, other development standards, all of the administrative procedures, and the definitions.

     
Open the floor to public comments and questions

Ben Huffman from Cliff Street – he commented on a brief history of the historic district in Montpelier and how that relates to the Cliffside neighborhood.  He and his neighbors are resubmitting a petition to have their area removed from the historic requirements.

Bob Shields from Cliff Street – he spoke in support of Ben Huffman’s comments.

Paul Boffa is a business owner on State Street – he asked that people pause before criticizing the new standards.

Jake Merin expressed concern over energy efficiency and to support Ben’s comments.  He also mentioned how there are conflicting wording in two different sections.

Greg Gossens from Ridge Street – he recommended pursuing more density, making clear on goals and intent by removing fuzzy words, such as “compatibility” or “whenever possible”.

Theodore Fedder from Court Street and the DRC – he would like to see stronger wording on energy efficiency retrofits.

Joe Castellano – had questions about incubator businesses and business development. 

Eric Gilbertson from the DRC and the Historic Preservation Commission – he’d like the paint part to be reconsidered and kept in the review process, the Secretary of the Interior standards should be adopted word for word.  He will submit his concerns in writing.

Donna Bate from North Franklin Street – she had questions about the historic district and getting property registered.

Thomas Rouse – he spoke in support of the Commission and their thoughfulness in doing the rewrite.

Steve Sees – was asked to have written comments submitted before February 8.  Asked if river corridors be included on the zoning map to help orientation, and if educational and municipal properties be pointed out on the map.  He will submit the rest of his suggestions in writing.

Phil Dodd from McKinley Street – had questions about river corridors.

Alan Goodman – asked to have parcel lines on maps.

Public Hearing regarding draft River Hazard Area bylaws:

     
Presentation by Mike Miller, Director on the draft bylaws

Flood hazard rules have been split out from zoning rules.  If anyone has any specific questions, Mike and Audra are flood plain specialists.

     
Open the floor to public comments and questions


There were no comments or questions.

Review and approval of the RFP for the Master Plan rewrite:  Mike didn’t have the RFP ready for review.

Approve minutes of January 11, 2016:  Eileen made a motion to approve the minutes as printed, Tina seconded.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.  Jon will put together the Letter to the Editor tomorrow to have all the Commission members sign.

Other business:  There was no other business.

Adjournment:  John made a motion to adjourn, Eileen seconded.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Tami Furry

Recording Secretary

