Montpelier Planning Commission Meeting

October 24, 2016

Subject to review and approval

Present: Kim Cheney, Jon Anderson, Barbara Conrey, Tina Ruth, Kirby Keeton, John Adams, Leslie Welts, Michael Miller.

Call to order by the Chair:  The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Kim Cheney.

Approval of the agenda:  The agenda was approved.
Comments from the Chair:  There were no comments.
Final decision regarding Historic Design Review district, rules and map, for draft zoning update:   Kim’s recommendation is to leave it as things were.
Jon understands the three primary changes are procedural changes, substantive wording change, and the map change.  
Tina made a motion to approve the procedural changes, that is, the applicant goes to the DRC, it’s approved and they don’t need to go before the DRB unless they disagree with the DRC’s suggestions.  Barbara seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
Jon made a motion to keep the map as it is, John seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
Tina made a motion to change the criteria as was discussed.  Kim feels that the newly reformed historic preservation committee should provide feedback.  Tina reworded the motion to accept the rules as in 2201.  Barbara seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.  The understanding is that they can be revisited after the new committee is better formed.
Discussion of “noise” and how it is regulated in the draft zoning:  The definition is between ambient noise/new noise, decibels, and time.  Montpelier’s is more of a nuisance definition.  Kim has a colleague whose expertise is on noise.
Jon made a motion to pull the noise definition for now, Leslie seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.  After speaking to Kim’s colleague, Les, a definition may be drafted later.  

Final decision regarding stormwater regulations for draft zoning update:  The rules now just don’t work administratively.  Mike recommended that section 3009 that discusses stormwater be removed.  
The way it is written now, there are two sections that conflict with each other.
Leslie made a motion that section 3009 be reserved for further data.  Kirby seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
Any other items the Commission would like to revisit or put on a list to review regarding draft zoning:  Mike mentioned three areas that have been tabled before – amend the draft zoning map, the PUD discussion, and home occupations.

The home occupations are referenced in 3105.  Jon made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations, John seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
Downing Street is off Barre Street and ends at Blanchard Park.  It is a very short street.  The street is now HDR, but the density of the street is more than that already.  Urban Center II is the request of a property owner on the street.  Jon made a motion to change the zoning of Downing Street, Leslie seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
John mentioned that the sign height be reduced to 12 feet from 20 feet in zone 2.  Tina made a motion to reduce it to 12 feet, Barbara seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
The PUD will be left as is for now until Brandy has the feedback consolidated.  It’s not necessary to have another public hearing, but in the spirit of good will, there should be another one.
Jon made a motion to authorize Mike to incorporate all changes and warn a public meeting.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
Approve minutes from September 12 and October 11, 2016:  Jon made a motion to approve both sets of minutes, Tina seconded.  The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.
Other business:  The next meeting will be November 14.
Adjournment:   Jon made a motion to adjourn. 
Respectfully submitted,

Tami Furry

Recording Secretary

	 


	
	


