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State Ofces and Capital Growth
Accommodating state space needs is a critical component of the Capital District Master Plan.   
As stated earlier in this report, a detailed analysis of every department located in the Capital 
Complex was done to determine anticipated space needs for the next 15 years (see appendix).    
This analysis shows that the overall space growth needs for the State are very small.   Most 
departments indicated only minor space deciencies at this time and for the future.   Because 
of the historic nature of most of the buildings in the Capitol Complex, these minor space 
expansion needs should not be accommodated by small additions scattered throughout the 
Complex, but by the continuation of current State policy of shifting departments within the
current building infrastructure. 

The largest source of future state building growth is associated with the large amount of space 
currently being leased from private owners. The space needs analysis in this report indicates that 
the State leases over 120,000 square feet of space within the Montpelier city limits.    As a policy, 
the State prefers to  build and own rather than lease space.    Because of  the “uid” nature of 
departmental space requirements that depend on changing roles of State government and policies, 
it is unrealistic to assume that there will never be some amount of  leased space.   This being said, 
there are still signicant amounts of department space needs that should be anticipated in new
State owned buildings.
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The State of  Vermont has a long-standing commitment to downtown Montpelier.   
Any new state buildings will be located within the current Capitol Complex 
boundaries, and preferably in the downtown.   This commitment is made with 
the realization that any new state buildings in the Capitol Complex need to be 
signicant in their civic presence and design quality.   The only potential building 
site that will be considered that is not in the immediate downtown is the land 
adjacent to the Department of Employment and Training. 

This report identies three potential sites for future  state buildings.   It is not 
the recommendation of this report to construct all three structures, but to choose 
one or two of the locations to phase in the state needs over the next 15 years.   
All three site offer opportunities to develop these structure in a way that will 
enhance the architectural character of the Capitol Complex, and also contribute 
to the planning goals of both the State and City.
     
The sites are as follows:

1.         Addition to 133 State Street  (5 stories, 90,000 sq. ft., 280 parking 
deck) This building would complete the “mirror image” design 
of the existing building as planned by the original architect.   The 
building will be in keeping with the original architecture and ll 
a void in the streetscape.   The potential parking deck would be 
totally hidden by the building along State Street, and utilize the 
natural slope of the site to accommodate multiple level street 

            access.

2.         Addition to 120 State Street (4 stories, 40,000 sq. ft.)
The proposed addition runs the entire length of the backside of 
the existing building.   The architecture should take advantage of 
the Southern exposure and greenway views.   The addition will 
also hide the very visible but ugly existing façade of the existing
 structure.
  

3.         New Building on Court Street  (3 stories, 33,000 sq. ft.)
            This building could be built above a parking deck along Court 

Street on a highly visible corner site.   The site also offers an 
opportunity to bridge over Gov. Davis Blvd to the Pavilion.
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View of New Addition to back of 120 State Street


