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March 17, 2005

Valerie J. Capels, AICP Frene
Ditector, Dept. of Planning & Community Development

City of Montpelier, Vermont

City Hall, 39 Main Street

Montpelier, VT 056022950

RE: Proposed Montpelicr Multi-modal Transit & Welcome Center
Dear Ms. Capels;

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed multi-modal transit and welcome center in
Montpelier, Vermont. As you know, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) responds to
natural and man-made disasters and assists in the recovery process. FEMA also promotes pre-disaster
mitigation planning to prevent future damages from reasonably foresecable events. My office reviews
proposed projects, (both recovery and hazard mitigation), to ensure sompliance with environmental laws and
regulations. We have looked at the documents referenced in your letter, as well as other studies completed for
the City of Montpelier which are available on their web site (http://www.montpelier-vt.org). Most of cur
potential areas of concern (flooding, ice jams, soil contamination, floodplain zoning, archacology, historic and
natural resources, riparian issues, wildlife, and air and water quality) have been identified as {ssues in these
previous studies and city zoning regulations. We assume you will be drawing on these previous studies as
well as discussing changes in land use, river/floodplain morphology and climate (past, present & future)
during the development of the alternatives analysis in the Environmental Assessment (EA).

George Hatch, Region [ National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator, notes that the project area is within a
special flood hazard area adjacent to the confluence of the Winooski River and the North Branch. The City of
Montpelier will have to comply with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management as well as the City of
Montpelier Floodplain Zoning Regulations. .

Thank you again for your letter of March 10, 2005. T ook forward to receiving a copy of the draft EA for
comment. If you have any questions, please contact me at (617) 956-7528 or William.Kennedy@dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

William,A.-Kénnedy . o
Regional Environmental Officer

Ce: Kevin Merli — FEMA, Region 1 Mitigation



